
The Opportunity To Be Found

God knew that we could never find 
our way back to him on our own. He 
knew that we would be lost forever 
unless he took some serious action. 
So he sent Jesus into the world.

Jesus made it possible for us to be 
found – for us to be rescued – when 
he died on the cross and rose again. 
There, he took the punishment we 
deserve for wandering away from 
God and made it possible for us 
to be forgiven and welcomed back 
into a relationship with him. 

Being found is a wonderful way of 
living. It’s a joyful way to be. Not 
only can we be forgiven the past, we 
can be equipped to follow the Lord 
Jesus in the present. And we can be 
guaranteed a place of perfection in 
the future – an eternity with God at 
the centre and wonder all around. 

When we come back, it makes God 
happy too. When people like us 
return to a right relationship with 
him, Jesus says there’s a celebration 
in heaven. Angels rejoice because 
what was lost has been found. 

The great news is that this offer is 
open to all. No-one is too good or 
too bad. God can find us and bring 
us back no matter how lost we’ve got 
or how long we’ve been going astray. 

And it’s a way of being that’s open 
right now. The big question to think 
about is: do you want to stop being 
lost and start being found today?

1 You can read the story  
for yourself in the Bible, 

Luke chapter 15, verses 8-10.
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The Lost Coin

It’s a story of a woman and her coins. 
She had 10 in all – every one of them 
silver and each one of them precious. 
They had probably been a gift at her 
wedding so they held a strong place in 
her heart, as well as being an investment 
for the future. They were the kind of 
coins she’d keep somewhere safe, 
somewhere secret. 

One day, though, she noticed something 
terrible. There were only 9! One of the 
coins was missing… 

“Found it!” 

They’re wonderful words. 
Whether it’s our keys that have been 
missing for hours or a precious piece 
of jewellery that’s been misplaced 
for years, there’s nothing quite like 
the feeling of being reunited with 
something that was lost. 

Often such words come after a 
long and frustrating search. Bags are 
emptied, cupboards turned out, steps 
retraced and memory banks dredged 
for the answer to the question, “now, 
where did I see it last?” Frequently 
we’re amazed at just how easy it is 
for inanimate objects apparently to 
disappear into thin-air. But, finally, 
when we’re brought back together 
with what we love – with what we 
need – we can’t help but smile. 

It’s a common experience. It’s been 
the same for hundreds of years. In fact, 
Jesus told a story1 of something lost 
and something found when he was on 
earth two millennia ago. 

She did what any woman would do 
in her position: she turned the house 
upside down. It was on with the lamps, 
out with the broom – every piece of 
furniture was moved, every corner 
cleaned. It didn’t matter how long it 
took, she wasn’t going to stop searching 
until she was reunited with her coin.

When she finally discovered it, she 
couldn’t contain her joy! She didn’t 
just utter a quiet sigh of relief – she ran 
from the house; straight round to the 
neighbours she went. “Rejoice with me; 
I have found my lost coin” she blurted. 
What was lost had been found!

But it’s not just a story about a loss 
and a joy – dig a little deeper and it 
becomes a tale that gives us a glimpse 
of why Jesus came to earth. 

 

The Lost Person 

The Bible says that human beings 
have a problem – a problem that 
it describes as being lost. It says 
we’ve wandered away from our true 
purpose: to live in relationship with 
the loving God who made us and who 
keeps us going day by day. We’ve lost 
our desire to acknowledge that God 
is in charge. We’ve lost our ability to 
love other people wholeheartedly.

It’s fair to say that some have 
wandered away from God’s way 
more obviously than others. Some 
people murder, rape, steal, commit 
acts of terrorism – most of us are 
more subtle in the ways we disobey – 
but the Bible says we’ve all got hearts 
with misplaced longings. No-one is 
without what the Bible calls, “sin” 
(that urge deep within to live life our 
way rather than the Lord’s).  

But the good news is that Jesus came 
to seek and to save the lost. 
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