
In this issue
The 92 daily readings in this issue 
of Explore are designed to help you 
understand and apply the Bible as 
you read it each day. 

It’s serious!
We suggest that you allow 15 minutes each day to work 
through the Bible passage with the notes. It should be a meal, 
not a snack! Readings from other parts of the Bible can throw 
valuable light on the study passage. These cross-references can be 
skipped if you are already feeling full up, but will expand your grasp 
of the Bible. Explore uses the NIV2011 Bible translation, but you can 
also use it with the NIV1984 or ESV translations.

Sometimes a prayer section will encourage you to stop and pray 
through the lessons—but it is always important to allow time 
to pray for God’s Spirit to bring his word to life, and to shape 
the way we think and live through it.

We’re serious!
All of us who work on Explore share 
a passion for getting the Bible into 
people’s lives. We fi ercely hold to 
the Bible as God’s word—
to honour and follow, 
not to explain away.

How to use Explore

the Bible as God’s word—

Pray about 
what you 
have read

6

Study the 
verses with 

Explore, taking 
time to think

5

Carefully read 
through the 

Bible passage 
for today

4

Ask God to help 
you understand

3

Find a place 
where you 

can be quiet 
and think

2

Find a time you 
can read the 

Bible each day

1
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Welcome to the 100th 
Issue of Explore

It’s good to celebrate milestones. And 
this issue of Explore is a signifi cant 

one. Several of our regular writers, and a 
couple of guest contributors, have given us 
something new and different to encourage 
and help us in this special issue. 

On the whole, Explore works through books 
of the Bible. This sometimes means that we 
are reading long passages of scripture to get 
the grand sweep of the story and its mes-
sage. But there’s also great value in slowing 
down and considering the detail. 

So for this issue, I asked a group of trusted 
teachers a simple question: What’s your 
favourite verse in the Bible? And then asked 
them to write a week’s worth of notes taking 
us by the hand through the text word by 
word. So in addition to some regular book-
length sections, we’ll also be spending time 
digging deep into single verses chosen, 
among others, by Sinclair Ferguson, Marcus 
Nodder and Tim Chester. I hope you fi nd 
that this brings a freshness to your daily 
Bible reading as we close off 2022. Let us 
know, either by email or through the Explore
Facebook page, what you think of this exper-
iment, and whether you think it’s a helpful 
feature that we could continue as we go on 
towards issue 200.

My grateful thanks to the many people who 
labour to make Explore the discipleship 
resource that it is. Most of the writers are 
working pastors who long to bring the 
insight and refreshment of God’s word 
to ordinary Christians. The thoughts they 

share on the page have often come from 
their regular preaching, and I am grateful 
for the effort they put in to enrich others.

My thanks as well to those at The Good 
Book Company who, over the years have 
worked to make Explore as excellent as 
possible. Alison Mitchell, Caroline Napper 
and Anne Woodcock and have all improved 
Explore in unique ways as they have worked 
at the proofs and offered further insights. 
Editorial Director Carl Laferton is the iron 
that sharpens iron for the whole output of 
The Good Book Company, and his constant 
encouragement keeps us all striving for 
higher standards. 

And a special thanks to God for Phil Crow-
ter—now in glory—who fi rst started Explore
more than 25 years ago as a way of encour-
aging believers. Phil’s vision to confi dently 
proclaim and lovingly apply God’s word is 
a vision we enthusiastically share, and we 
are grateful to God for the selfl ess way he 
entrusted this resource to us, and was such 
an encouragement to us in our early years.

But most of all we thank God for you, 
our readers. Our aim at The Good Book 
Company is to serve the church, and 
the ordinary believers who make up the 
glorious company of the saints. Thank you 
for your support, feedback, encouragement 
and questions. Let’s keep digging daily into 
God’s word together so that we can serve 
him who gave his life for us, and is taking 
us to eternity.

Tim Thornborough is the Publishing Director 
at The Good Book Company
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 27-29 • John 14 

 Luke 14:15-24  Saturday 1 October  1

Jesus has healed a man during a banquet (v 1-6)—a glimpse, perhaps, of the banquet in 
God’s kingdom (Isaiah 25:6-9). What a blessing it will be to sit at that table! 

RSVP
Read Luke 14:15-21

Planning a party in the first century re-
quired that a servant be sent out to extend 
invitations and return with a sense of who 
would be coming. Plans could then proceed 
with certainty about the number of people 
who had agreed to come. Once all was pre-
pared, a servant was dispatched to call the 
guests to come to the feast (v 17). Obviously, 
in those days (as in ours!) to back out of the 
invitation at this point was very rude.

 y How does this help us to feel the shock of 
verses 18-20?

 y How does this help explain the reaction 
of the master in verse 21?

Jesus wants his hearers to draw a straight 
line from the parable to the Pharisees 
crowded around him at this dinner party. 
In the person of Jesus, God was extend-
ing invitations to the end-time messianic 
banquet, and it would surely be the strict 
and religious Pharisees who were at the top 
of the guest list. But they had responded to 
the invitation with rudeness and opposition, 
and so now the indignant host was prepared 
to act in an equally shocking way.

Revised guest list
Read Luke 14:22-24

 y What is the master determined to ensure 
happens?

 y Who ends up at the banquet?

These people could not lend any prestige to 
the gathering—their only qualification for 
attendance was their willingness to accept 
the invitation.

Make sure you see both the invitation and 
the warning for us. The people who we’d 
expect to be at the party—the religious, the 
wealthy, the successful—these are the ones 
who find themselves excluded, because they 
have excluded themselves. We are all given 
a chance to respond to Jesus’ kingdom invi-
tation, but we should not presume that our 
invitation is permanent or our acceptance is 
automatic. If we make other things—work, 
family, anything—a priority above coming 
to the feast of the kingdom, we will find that 
we are shut out. The only ones who end 
up at the banquet are those who know they 
don’t deserve to be there, and who grate-
fully accept the invitation—those who are 
humble (v 11).

 nPray
While all our hearts and all our songs
Join to admire the feast,
Each of us cry, with thankful tongues,
“Lord, why was I a guest?”  
(Issac Watts, “How Sweet and Aweful is the 
Place”)

Let these words be the basis of your prayers 
of grateful, humble thanks today.

LUKE: Who are the guests?
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 30-32 • John 15

It’s easy to think that evangelism is about making following Jesus seem as easy and 
painless as possible. In which case, Jesus made a terrible evangelist…

Cross-carriers required
Read Luke 14:25-27

 y How popular is Jesus (v 25)?

 y What does he say in response about 
what following him must involve?
• v 26 •v 27

In Jesus’ day, “hate” could mean the thing 
that was rejected in a choice between two 
important possibilities. It is best to take 
Jesus’ words in verse 26 in terms of priority; 
Jesus must have our absolute loyalty and 
commitment. But understanding this does 
not make verse 26 any less challenging.

A tower and a war
Read Luke 14:28-35

 y If you are building a tower, what would 
you do before you start, and why  
(v 28-30)?

 y If you are a king considering going to 
war, what would you do before you start, 
and why (v 31-32)?

The question in each case is: do you have the 
resources and strength required to bear the cost 
of what you are doing, and so to finish what 
you are starting?

Jesus makes it clear that being his disciple 
will cost a person everything that they have 
(v 33). He requires every person to renounce 
one hundred percent of what they have, 
whether that be very little or very much. 
The point is not that all give up the same 

things to follow Jesus, but rather, that all 
must be willing to give up everything they 
have if Jesus requires it. There is nothing 
in a disciple’s life that is off-limits to Jesus; 
following him means you have no powers 
of veto when it comes to his plans for you. 
If following him requires us to give up 
financial security, creature comforts, good 
schools for our kids, the respect of others, 
or even our long-cherished hopes and plans 
for our lives, then so be it.

 y Why do you think Jesus wants the 
crowds to understand this?

 y Would it have been better or worse for 
him to have kept quiet and not risked the 
crowds melting away?

 rApply
 y How does Jesus’ view of discipleship 
differ from your own version of it?

 y In which areas are you most tempted 
to make something or someone else a 
priority, or to compromise on carrying 
your cross?

 y Does your message in evangelism need to 
change? How?

 nPray
Read Luke 18:29-30 and Philippians 1:6. 
Thank Jesus that while following him costs 
you everything you have, it also gives you 
everything you need. Pray that you will have 
grace to finish the life you have started.

Finish what you start

  Luke 14:25-352   Sunday 2 October
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 33-34 • John 16

 Luke 15:1-10  Monday 3 October  3

What kind of person does God love? Our culture tends to assume that it’s everybody—
apart from, possibly, terrorists and murderers. 

But once we say “apart from”, we start to get 
a little close to home. How should God feel 
about unfaithful husbands? Mothers who 
lose their tempers and hit their children in 
anger? Tax cheats? Those with anger issues? 
Proud, hurtful, selfish people?

The three parables that Luke records in 
chapter 15 go a long way towards providing 
Jesus’ answer to the question: what kind of 
person does God love?

Two groups
Read Luke 15:1-2

 y Who wanted to hear Jesus (v 1)?

 y Who did this offend, and why (v 2)?

It is not just that Jesus is tolerating the un-
worthy. He is welcoming them. So having 
challenged the keen crowds with the cost of 
discipleship (14:25-33), Jesus now challenges 
the proud Pharisees with the depth of God’s 
mercy for the lost.

Two stories
Read Luke 15:1-10

 y Why would it, in many ways, have made 
more sense for this shepherd to write off 
the loss of a single sheep?

 y What is the happy ending of the story 
(v 5-6)?

 y The “coin” (v 8) was worth a day’s 
wages. How would you feel if you lost 
that amount?

 y What are the two parables meant to tell 
us about God?

The two little stories that Jesus tells are so 
vivid and engaging that it is easy to miss the 
larger point. Neither the lost sheep nor the 
lost coin is the main character in their para-
ble; the centre of each story is the passionate 
search that is undertaken in order to find 
the lost item. What is the love of God like? It 
is like a shepherd who would go to extremes 
—leaving his flock, travelling all over the 
wilderness, and carrying a hundred-pound 
(45 kg) animal on his shoulders—in order 
to see his lost sheep restored. It is like the 
sick-to-her-stomach sensation a woman 
would feel if she discovered that 10% of her 
personal wealth had gone missing; nothing 
would be right until the coin was found. 

That explains Jesus’ ministry. He is the 
heavenly search party. Just as the shepherd 
and the woman spared no effort in order to 
experience the joy of finding what was lost, 
so Jesus endured the pain and humiliation 
of the cross for the joy of seeing lost people 
restored to God (see Hebrews 12:2). 

 rApply
 y Do you struggle to believe that God loves 
you? How do these parables reassure 
you?

 y Do you struggle to remember that you 
do not earn God’s love? How does the 
parable of the lost sheep humble you?

Who does God love?
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 35-36 • John 17 

  Luke 15:1-2, 11-324   Tuesday 4 October

Next comes another of Jesus’ most famous parables. Each of the three people in it 
behaves in ways that teach us something important about the dynamic back in v 1-2.

Read Luke 15:1-2, 11-32

The younger son
By asking for his inheritance while his fa-
ther is alive, this son is saying that he wants 
to relate to his father now in the way he 
normally would once his father is dead; he 
wants to skip ahead to when he can have his 
father’s money without having a father.

 y How do things work out for him at first 
(v 13)—and then after that (v 14-16)?

 y When “he comes to himself” (the literal 
translation of v 17), what does he decide 
to ask his father for?

The father
 y Does the father give his son what he is 
hoping for (compare v 19 and v 22-24)?

 y How did the father feel about his 
wandering son, who had wished him 
dead (v 20)?

If you are familiar with this story, it can 
be hard to appreciate how unexpected this 
response was. The younger son’s behaviour 
was truly scandalous. The father could not 
have been blamed if he’d responded to his 
son’s return with suspicion and distance; in-
stead his love was lavish and unrestrained.

The older brother
 y How does Jesus contrast the two sons’ 
behaviour (compare v 12-13 and v 25a)?

 y Do you think the older son’s reaction to 
his brother’s welcome in verses 28-30 is 
justifiable?

 y How does the father treat this son 
compassionately and patiently (v 31-32)?

Remember, the house is the father’s, and 
the robe, ring, sandals and calf are the 
father’s. Who is the older brother to tell him 
what to do with these things?! It turns out 
the son who believed his obedience merited 
reward from his father was just as lost as 
the son who believed instant reward lay in 
disobeying his father. 

The question for us is whether we love 
the same things that our heavenly Father 
loves. Followers of Jesus should be marked 
by a compassionate tenderness towards 
people who are in rebellion against God. We 
should be running to them, telling them 
they can enjoy life as a child of God, even 
after everything. And when a sinner repents 
and “comes home” through faith in Christ, 
we ought to be filled with delight that our 
God is a merciful Father who forgives and 
restores the lost—including us.

 rApply
 y Are there ways in which you resemble 
the older brother? 

 y How grateful are you for your own 
rescue? How should this show itself in 
your prayers and your life?

Father and sons
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 37-39 • John 18:1-18 

Luke 16:1-12  Wednesday 5 October  5

If Luke 15 contains some of Jesus’ most famous and accessible parables, chapter 16 
contains some of the most obscure and confusing. 

This next one is not hard to understand—
but its application can seem puzzling.

Shrewd 
Read Luke 16:1-9

 y What is the point of the parable, 
according to Jesus (v 9)?

 y In the parable, what is the manager’s 
problem (v 1-3)?

 y What is his aim (v 4)?

 y How does he achieve his aim (v 5-7)?

The master’s approval (v 8) for his dishon-
est manager’s conduct is surprising! Many 
explanations have been put forward, but we 
are probably best simply to be content with 
Jesus’ explanation for the master’s positive 
reaction: “The people of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own kind than 
are the people of the light”. The master’s 
approval is not a reward for dishonesty, but 
a tip of the hat to the servant’s shrewdness. 
In terms of sheer self-preservation, this 
scoundrel cannot be outfoxed; he went to 
great lengths to secure his own interests. 

At the end of verse 8, Jesus drives home his 
point: the people who belong to the world 
and share its values know how to get what 
they want from others through clever plan-
ning and activity. God’s children, however, 
sometimes fail to see how they can shrewdly 
use the things of this world to their spiritual 
advantage. The dishonest steward behaves 
wisely according to the world’s standards 

and the world’s values. Similarly, Jesus 
wants his people to behave wisely according 
to the standards and values of his kingdom. 

So, Jesus says, use your money and opportuni-
ties now in a way that accrues benefit for your-
self in heaven. Again, various explanations 
have been put forward for the nature of 
being “welcomed into eternal dwellings”—
perhaps it is the welcome of those who have 
gone there before us, who our “invest-
ments” helped bring into the kingdom (e.g. 
the work of the missionary we helped fund, 
the children’s group we helped lead, etc.).

Trustworthy
Read Luke 16:10-12

 y What do you think it means to be 
“trustworthy” in handling the worldly 
wealth our Father has chosen to give us?

 y If we see our money as “someone else’s 
property”, how will that change our use 
of it, do you think (v 12)?

The way we handle our worldly wealth 
(something of relatively little eternal impor-
tance) is a matter of eternal significance. 

 rApply
 y Think about your own spending, saving 
and giving. Does it show that you are 
investing your wealth with eternal 
considerations in mind? Does anything 
need to change?

Financial investments
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 40-41 • John 18:19-40

  Luke 16:13-186   Thursday 6 October

In the end, our relationship to money is one of love and service. We either use it to 
serve the one we love, or we serve it because it is the one we love.

One master only
Read Luke 16:13-15

 y Who fell into this category of money-
lovers (v 14)?

 y What is the huge spiritual danger of 
living like this (v 13)?

 y In what different ways is it possible to 
worship money as a god?

Our finances are an important means by 
which we can worship God. We can pay 
lip service to generosity to the things of 
God, but the one who sees our hearts (v 15) 
knows whether we truly love him, or our 
money. God is after our hearts and our love. 

 nPray 
Consider some of the ways the living God 
is a better master than money (there are 
many!). Then ask God to help you to see 
your heart rightly, and to see any ways in 
which you are serving a master other than 
him. Ask for grace to understand what it 
would mean to serve him and love him in 
that area, and for strength to change.

How to view the law
Verses 13-15 have begun to shift the focus 
of Jesus’ teaching from his disciples (v 1) to 
the Pharisees, those lovers of money (v 14). 
They objected to everything about Jesus’ 
ministry, including his approach to God’s 
law (see 14:1-6). 

Read Luke 16:16-18

 y In what sense have things changed now 
Jesus has come (v 16)?

 y How have things not changed (v 17)?

Jesus understood that his arrival signified 
the fulfilment of the law (Matthew 5:17-
18). Far from nullifying the law, Jesus was 
bringing it to its ultimate purpose. He was 
fulfilling the promise and meaning of the 
Old Testament in his life, his teaching and 
his substitutionary death and resurrection. 

So if Christ fulfils the law—if it all points to 
him, and he has now come—does God no 
longer care about his people’s holiness?

 y How does Luke 16:18 answer that 
question?

This goes beyond the letter of OT law. Jesus 
presses on his followers the expectation that 
they will seek in this sense to go beyond the 
law and comply with God’s original intent 
for marriage. The arrival of the kingdom 
does not nullify the law, but transforms the 
hearts of its citizens so that they will long to 
obey God’s will (see Jeremiah 31:33).

 rApply
 y In what ways are you…
• ignoring God’s law?
•  doing the bare minimum by just 

obeying the letter of the law?
•  seeking to please God by aligning your 

heart and life with his intentions?

Jesus, money and law
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Bible in a year: Ezekiel 42-44 • John 19:1-22

Luke 16:19-31  Friday 7 October  7

Jesus now tells another parable to press home the great spiritual danger of loving 
money. It is one that we, in our materialist culture, need to hear. 

This life
Read Luke 16:19-23

 y What are the contrasts between the two 
main characters in verses 19-21?

The fact that Lazarus “was laid” (literally 
“was thrown”) outside the gate and was 
unable to prevent the indignity of having his 
sores licked by wild dogs seems to indicate 
that he was in some way an invalid. 

In a world with no organised social-relief 
programmes, people in Lazarus’ position 
were dependent on the generosity of people 
like the rich man (a generosity on which the 
Old Testament law insisted—see Deuteron-
omy 15:7-8 for one example). The rich man 
was clearly aware of Lazarus’ presence at his 
gate and his extreme need, for he knew the 
beggar’s name without being told (see Luke 
16:24). But there is no indication that he 
ever did anything to address the poor man’s 
longing and suffering.

 y How are things reversed in eternity  
(v 22-23)?

The next life
Read Luke 16:24-26

 y What do these verses teach us about the 
nature of Hades (hell)?

When the ex-rich man appeals to Abraham 
as his spiritual father (v 24, 27), his request 
meets the same fate as that of so many of 
Lazarus’ pleas during the earthly life of the 

two men. Abraham might formally call him 
“son” (v 25), but the rich man never acted 
much like a son of Abraham by keeping the 
law during his life, and so now in death he 
finds himself quite alone.

 y How is Jesus pressing home the spiritual 
danger of loving money?

All they need
Read Luke 16:27-31

 y What two requests does the rich man 
make (v 27-28, 30)?

 y Why will neither plan work (v 29, 31)?

When we fail to trust and worship God, the 
problem is not that we do not have enough 
reason to do so. We have both Moses and 
the Prophets, and also the words of a man 
who rose from the dead. We are not lacking 
instruction about how we ought to think 
about money and riches. The only question 
is whether we are listening.

 rApply
Again, this parable invites us to examine 
our view of our money and possessions. 

 y Does your generosity towards those in 
need reflect a heart that loves God? Or 
is your heart so fixed on enjoying wealth 
and comfort that you are receiving all 
your good things in this life (v 25)? 

 y How will you live and spend with 
eternity in mind today?

Can’t take it with you
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